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In 1950, France experienced two parallel but different outcomes in its Indochina war. While the
conflict in the north ended with a disastrous defeat for the French at Dien Bien Phu, in southern
Vietnam, or Cochinchina, France emerged victorious in a series of violent but now largely
forgotten actions. In the Year of the Tiger tells the story of this critical southern campaign,
revealing in dramatic detail how the French war for Cochinchina set the stage for the American
war in Vietnam.In northern Vietnam, the French troops had focused on destroying Viet Minh
main force units. A dearth of resources in the south dictated a different strategy. William M.
Waddell III describes how, by avoiding costly attempts to defeat the Viet Minh in the traditional
military sense, the southern French command was able to secure key economic and political
strongholds. Consulting both French and Vietnamese sources, Waddell examines the principal
commanders on both sides, their competing strategies, and the hard-fought military campaign
that they waged for control of the south. The author’s deft analysis suggests that counter to
widely accepted views, the Viet Minh were not invincible, and the outcome of the conflict in
Indochina was not inevitable.A challenge to historical orthodoxy, In the Year of the Tiger
presents a more balanced interpretation of the French war for Indochina. At the same time, the
book alters and expands our understanding of the precedents and the dynamics of America’s
Vietnam War. 
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Michael Herndon, “Great read!. As if books (at least in English) about the French Indochina War
weren't rare enough, I can't believe someone FINALLY wrote a book about the FIW that's focus
is on the Cochin China (Mekong Delta, Southern Vietnam) theater of Operations.The few books
on this war tend to be about the war in the north (Tonkin) area, or about the siege of Dien Bien
Phu. Author FINALLY gives some background on the enigmatic Viet Minh leader Nguyen Binh.
Good details on the religious sects (Cao Dai, & Hoa Hao) & the criminal group, Binh Xuyen. Only
thing I didn't like about the book is that it was all to brief, under 250 pages (as I remember) I
would have liked a little more information on Viet Minh uniforms as well. (but that's just me). At
one point about midway through the book, the author rambles about comparing war strategy
with economic theory which I found rather odd. Still, a very good read! If your interested in this
topic I would highly recommend Lucien Bodard's "Quicksand War". It's an old book from the mid
60s but well worth the read! There's only a small handful of books on this topic (unfortunately).
You'd think there would be more books translated from French on the topic. Go to French
AMAZON & there's tons of books on the subject, lots of personal accounts! (In French of
course!)”

Marco Antonio Abarca, “The Unexamined Part of the First Indochinese War. In the English
language literature of the First Indochinese War, almost all of the coverage is of the battles
fought in Tonkin and the Red River Delta. With the exception of Lucien Bodard's "Quicksand
War", Cochinchina is almost always ignored. While not as dramatic as the northern battles, the
conflict in the South was also large-scale in nature. Cochinchina was also the only area in
Vietnam where the French were able to hold their own against the Viet Minh.The value of
reading "In the Year of Tiger" is that it sets up the conditions that led to the Second Indochinese
War. If the French had not been successful in the South, the Viet Minh would have swept over
the whole country after the French defeat at Dien Bien Phu. Diem was only able to set up his
new regime because of the relative stability that existed in Cochinchina. Better than any book
that I have come across, "In the Year of the Tiger" explains the conditions that allowed the nation
of South Vietnam to come into being.Finally, I have been reading military history for decades
and "in the Year of the Tiger" is the first book that examines a conflict using Nobel Economic
Prize winner Herbert Simon's theories on decision making and administrative behavior. The
author uses these theories to explain the bureaucratic imperatives that drove the wars in Tonkin
and Cochinchina. I found these insights to be fascinating and absolutely unique. This book is
highly recommended!”

Leif A. Torkelsen, “An Important Contribution. With this book, Dr. William Waddell has made a
very important contribution to the historiography of the war in Indochina. Better yet, it is written in
a clear and concise style, making it easily accessible to both the professional and amateur



historian. Dr. Waddell's book is important for several reasons. First, it fills a major gap in the
English-language historiography of the conflict. The fighting in Tonkin inevitably garners the most
attention, so Dr. Waddell's book is a much-needed corrective. Secondly, Dr. Waddell does a
superlative job of incorporating evidence from the Viet Minh perspective, which makes a for well-
balanced and compelling narrative. Finally, the book demonstrates a deep understanding of non-
military factors, notably the intractable social, religious, and ethnic divisions in southern
Vietnam.Dr. Waddell is himself a retired military officer and combat veteran, which is evident in
his concise description of military operations and profound insight into the strategic and
operational challenges faced by the French. Indeed, it is precisely the meager military resources
available to the French commanders in the south that makes the history so fascinating. As Dr.
Waddell skillfully demonstrates, necessity is the mother of invention, as the French response to
the complex military, political, and physical environment gropes its way towards a semblance of
success.Perhaps the greatest contribution of this work, however, is the degree to which it brings
the Viet Minh down to earth. For too long, the Vietnamese Communists have been portrayed as
this shadowy, invincible "Other". Employing sources not previously known to English-language
scholars, Waddell portrays a Viet Minh composed of ordinary, fallible mortals. Personality
clashes, ideological blinders, and good old-fashioned mistakes plague the Viet Minh as much as
they do the French. This insight, above all others, lights the way to a more honest re-appraisal of
the long war in Vietnam.”

david l. poremba, “excellent reinterpretation of the conflict in Vietnam. This book presents an
enlightening look at the French involvement in their crumbling, immediate-post-WWII Far East
empire, focusing on Vietnam and the conflict there from 1945 to1951. There were actually two
conflicts, separate and distinct - one north (and more well known), ending in the siege of Dien
Bien Phu; and the other south (and practically unknown), the war in Cochinchina, ending with
the French withdrawal in 1954.Author Waddell begins in Tonkin (northern Vietnam), describing
the type of combat the French used there, essentially a campaign to destroy, or at least bring to
battle, enemy forces. This resulted in the disastrous defeat at Dien Bien Phu.Waddell next
describes the activities in Cochinchina (southern Vietnam); a campaign eerily similar to the one
followed by the United States barely ten years later. With most of its fighting forces committed to
Tonkin, French commanders in the south avoided battle with the Viet Minh, instead securing
strongholds, both of the economic and political variety, in an attempt to win the hearts and minds
of the people.All in all, this is a very balanced interpretation of events, utilizing sources from both
sides that says the Viet Minh were not unbeatable and the outcome certainly not inevitable.
Recommended for those with any interest in history.”

The book by John Pasden has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 10 people have provided feedback.
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